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Northam	  Park	  Phase	  II	  Construction	  Project	  
Answers	  to	  Frequently	  Asked	  Questions	  

Updated	  October	  14,	  2016	  
	  
This	  document	  has	  been	  prepared	  to	  address	  some	  of	  the	  recent	  comments	  and	  concerns	  we	  
have	  received	  about	  the	  Northam	  Park	  Phase	  II	  project.	  It	  will	  be	  expanded	  periodically	  as	  other	  
questions	  are	  brought	  to	  the	  City’s	  attention.	  
	  
	  
Tremont	  Pool	  
Does	  the	  new	  Tremont	  Pool	  meet	  all	  of	  the	  current	  regulations	  and	  recommendations	  from	  
local/state	  agencies	  for	  public	  aquatics	  facilities?	  
Yes	  it	  does.	  The	  new	  pool	  has	  been	  designed	  and	  will	  be	  built	  according	  to	  the	  Model	  Aquatic	  
Health	  Code	  (MAHC).	  This	  is	  a	  code	  developed	  by	  aquatic	  professionals	  that	  is	  more	  stringent	  
than	  most	  state	  or	  local	  health	  codes.	  County	  health	  inspectors	  will	  inspect	  the	  new	  facility	  to	  
ensure	  full	  compliance	  with	  today’s	  design	  standards.	  
	  
The	  CDC	  recommends	  separate	  filtration	  systems	  for	  separate	  pools,	  avoiding	  co-‐filtering	  of	  
pools.	  	  The	  Tremont	  Pool	  design	  consists	  of	  one	  pool	  with	  different	  sections,	  thus	  utilizing	  one	  
filtration	  system.	  
	  
	  
Why	  doesn’t	  the	  design	  include	  a	  separate	  toddler	  pool	  on	  a	  separate	  filtration	  system?	  
The	  new	  Tremont	  Pool	  will	  be	  one	  body	  of	  water	  with	  several	  different	  features,	  including	  a	  
shallow	  area	  for	  toddlers	  partially	  separated	  from	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  pool	  by	  a	  wall.	  This	  design—
which	  is	  common	  practice	  for	  many	  newer	  aquatics	  facilities—accomplishes	  several	  things:	  
-‐ It	  provides	  the	  designated	  space	  for	  toddlers	  requested	  by	  residents.	  
-‐ It	  allows	  parents	  or	  guardians	  to	  be	  with	  a	  toddler	  while	  also	  close	  to	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  pool	  so	  

that	  they	  can	  watch	  their	  older	  children.	  Based	  on	  today’s	  pool	  design	  regulations,	  a	  
standalone	  toddler	  pool	  would	  have	  to	  be	  a	  minimum	  of	  seven	  feet	  from	  the	  main	  pool,	  be	  
fenced	  in	  with	  a	  self-‐closing,	  latching	  gate.	  This	  is	  significantly	  different	  than	  the	  design	  of	  
Devon	  Pool	  and	  Reed	  Road	  Water	  Park,	  as	  the	  pool	  codes	  have	  changed	  since	  their	  
construction.	  

-‐ This	  approach	  allowed	  for	  additional	  pool	  and	  facility	  features—that	  had	  been	  requested	  by	  
residents—to	  be	  included	  within	  the	  space	  available	  and	  within	  the	  allotted	  budget.	  

	  
While	  statistics	  show	  that	  most	  biohazard	  incidents	  occur	  in	  other	  pool	  areas,	  the	  plans	  call	  for	  
additional	  treatment	  of	  the	  toddler	  area	  water.	  It	  will	  be	  filtered	  and	  chemically	  treated	  at	  
twice	  the	  rate	  of	  the	  remainder	  of	  the	  pool	  water.	  It’s	  also	  important	  to	  note	  that	  because	  the	  
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toddler	  area	  is	  part	  of	  the	  larger	  body	  of	  water,	  the	  overall	  volume	  of	  water	  circulating	  through	  
the	  entire	  pool	  will	  help	  keep	  the	  water	  temperature	  consistent	  and	  will	  more	  effectively	  dilute	  
water	  contamination,	  minimizing	  the	  chance	  for	  any	  waterborne	  illness.	  Conversely,	  the	  much	  
smaller	  volume	  of	  water,	  shallow	  depth	  and	  warmer	  water	  temperature	  of	  a	  separate	  toddler	  
pool	  increase	  the	  risk	  for	  contamination,	  requiring	  additional	  treatment.	  
	  
	  
Won’t	  it	  be	  a	  safety	  issue	  to	  have	  the	  diving	  boards	  and	  climbing	  wall	  immediately	  next	  to	  the	  
lap	  lanes?	  
Once	  the	  new	  pool	  opens,	  facility	  management	  will	  develop	  (and	  adjust	  as	  needed)	  a	  
programming	  schedule,	  closing	  some	  lap	  lanes	  when	  the	  diving	  boards	  or	  climbing	  wall	  are	  in	  
use.	  With	  a	  resident	  wish	  list	  exceeding	  the	  available	  land,	  funding	  and	  the	  need	  to	  meet	  
certain	  state	  and	  ADA	  requirements	  for	  this	  project,	  it	  was	  not	  possible	  to	  include	  a	  diving	  well	  
separate	  from	  the	  six	  lap	  lanes.	  Another	  consideration	  when	  designing	  the	  new	  facility	  was	  how	  
it	  would	  complement	  the	  Reed	  Road	  Water	  Park	  and	  Devon	  Pool.	  A	  Tremont	  Pool	  fact	  sheet	  
(link	  provided)	  details	  the	  full	  inventory	  of	  facilities	  that	  will	  be	  available	  to	  customers	  within	  
the	  community’s	  three	  aquatics	  facilities.	  
	  
	  
	  
New	  Playground	  
Will	  the	  rubber	  surfacing	  used	  within	  the	  playground	  be	  safe?	  We	  have	  heard	  some	  reports	  of	  
potential	  health	  hazards	  associated	  with	  non-‐natural	  playground	  surfaces.	  
The	  concerns	  raised	  by	  some	  residents	  arise	  from	  past	  studies	  of	  the	  potential	  health	  affects	  
that	  may	  occur	  from	  repeated	  exposure	  to	  fumes	  emitted	  from	  artificial	  turf,	  and	  surfaces	  
comprised	  of	  shredded,	  recycled	  tires.	  The	  City	  is	  monitoring	  a	  joint	  study	  currently	  being	  
conducted	  by	  the	  1EPA,	  CDC/ASTDR	  and	  CPSC	  relative	  to	  playground	  surfaces.	  It	  is	  believed	  the	  
results	  of	  this	  study	  may	  be	  completed	  in	  time	  for	  Staff	  to	  take	  the	  findings	  under	  consideration	  
before	  making	  a	  final	  recommendation	  and	  seeking	  Council	  approval	  for	  construction	  of	  the	  
new	  playground.	  
	  
The	  rubber	  surface	  proposed	  for	  some	  areas	  of	  the	  new	  playground	  is	  a	  “poured-‐in	  place”	  
material	  already	  in	  use	  at	  some	  other	  UA	  playground	  sites—namely	  the	  Barrington	  School	  
accessible	  playground,	  and	  the	  climbing	  boulders	  at	  Reed	  Road	  Park—and	  at	  many	  other	  
recently	  constructed	  playgrounds.	  This	  surface	  is	  widely	  known	  for	  minimizing	  injury	  when	  
children	  fall	  from	  equipment	  and	  providing	  a	  stable	  surface	  for	  accessibility	  such	  as	  
wheelchairs.	  
	  
As	  a	  precaution	  while	  the	  above	  mentioned	  joint	  study	  is	  being	  completed,	  Staff	  is	  
incorporating	  a	  pricing	  request	  for	  two	  playground	  surface	  options	  into	  the	  construction	  bid:	  
-‐ The	  current	  proposal	  for	  60%	  rubber	  surface	  and	  40%	  engineered	  wood	  fiber	  (a	  special	  

method	  of	  chipping	  wood	  mulch	  designed	  for	  playground	  use).	  
-‐ An	  alternate	  of	  100%	  engineered	  wood	  fiber.	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  EPA	  –	  Environmental	  Protection	  Agency;	  CDC	  –	  Centers	  for	  Disease	  Control;	  ASTDR	  -‐	  Agency	  for	  Toxic	  Substances	  
and	  Disease	  Registry;	  CPSC	  –	  Consumer	  Product	  Safety	  Commission	  
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Why	  was	  it	  necessary	  to	  remove	  the	  existing	  playground	  and	  why	  couldn’t	  it	  just	  be	  
relocated?	  
The	  old	  Northam	  Park	  playground	  was	  approaching	  the	  end	  of	  its	  useful	  life	  (a	  typical	  lifespan	  is	  
15-‐20	  years),	  with	  some	  pieces	  of	  equipment	  in	  a	  state	  of	  disrepair,	  and	  it	  was	  due	  for	  
replacement	  in	  the	  near	  future.	  Additionally	  it	  no	  longer	  met	  current	  ADA	  standards.	  The	  
footprint	  for	  the	  new	  Tremont	  Pool	  had	  to	  be	  shifted	  slightly	  south	  because	  a	  portion	  of	  the	  old	  
site	  was	  used	  to	  accommodate	  the	  Tremont	  School	  parking	  lot	  improvements	  and	  so	  that	  the	  
new	  pool	  design	  could	  accommodate	  as	  many	  features	  requested	  by	  the	  community	  as	  
possible,	  including	  expanded	  green	  space.	  Relocation	  of	  the	  playground	  was	  the	  best	  option	  in	  
order	  to	  keep	  the	  existing	  athletic	  fields	  in	  play.	  
	  
The	  safe	  installation	  of	  playground	  equipment	  requires	  extensive	  underground	  support	  such	  as	  
concrete	  footers,	  making	  it	  very	  difficult	  to	  remove	  and	  relocate	  it.	  Additionally,	  as	  local	  and	  
state	  safety	  codes,	  and	  ADA	  standards	  continue	  to	  evolve,	  new	  playground	  requirements	  are	  
triggered	  whenever	  significant	  work	  is	  performed	  on	  equipment.	  
	  
	  


